Haplodiploidy in the Oxyurida: decoupling the evolutionary processes of adaptation and speciation.
Host distribution and life history variation in the Oxyurida are discussed in the context of haplodiploidy. The Oxyurida have the broadest host distribution of any zooparasitic nematode group but have retained a virtually unchanged life cycle. Like other haplodiploids, oxyuridians have life histories that maintain viscous population structures. It is postulated that this has facilitated speciation but may have discouraged major evolutionary innovation in the group.